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CREATION 

 
Creation and its catechetical material in the Catechism of the Catholic 

Church (CCC) is large and beyond our time restraints tonight. But we can 
focus on a few essential concepts: 
  

Eternity 
 

 God is eternal. Creation is not eternal… probably. If it is eternal, it is 
so because the love of the Trinity eternally creates. However, everything in 
Scripture points to the finite reality of the universe with a specific intended 
beginning and an unknown (to us) ending.  
  

The Trinity 
 
  Creation is the result or work of the Trinity. Where love exists, it will 
goodness to exist. Hence, creation is good. The Father wills or speaks. The 
Son, the Word fashions in His likeness and the Spirit dwells within creation 
giving life and beauty. In this sense, Christ is the beginning of creation and 
the ultimate destiny of creation.  
  

“Sacred Scripture confirms this truth in different ways-first of all 
as regards the Son, the Word consubstantial with the Father. Some 
significant references are already present in the Old Testament, such 
as this eloquent verse of the Psalm: "By the word of the Lord the 
heavens were made" (Ps 33:6). This statement becomes fully explicit in 
the New Testament, as in the Prologue of John: "In the beginning was 
the Word, and the Word was God...all things were made through him, and 
without him nothing was made...and the world was made through him" (Jn 
1:1-2, 10).  

Paul's letters proclaim that everything was made "in Jesus 
Christ." St. Paul speaks of "one Lord, Jesus Christ, through whom are all 
things and through whom we exist" (1 Cor 8:6). In the Letter to the 
Colossians we read: "He (Christ) is the image of the invisible God, the 
first-born of all creation; for in him all things were created, in heaven and 



on earth, visible and invisible...all things were created through him and for 
him. He is before all things, and in him all things hold together" (Col 1:15-
17).  - John Paul II, 1986 

  
Science 

 
 A false dichotomy exists in our culture: Either the Catholic religion is 

correct and creation was all made in six days as expressed in Genesis OR 
science is correct and creation is the result of preexisting forces coming 
together in an instant known as the “big bang” and all earthly life evolved 
from single cells etc.  
  

Allow me to introduce you to Monsignior Lemaitre…Georges Henri 
Joseph Édouard Lemaître (17 July 1894 – 20 June 1966) was a Jesuit-
trained Belgian Catholic priest, mathematician, astronomer, and professor 
of physics at the Catholic University of Louvain. He was the first to identify 
that the recession of nearby galaxies can be explained by a theory of an 
expanding universe, which was observationally confirmed soon afterwards 
by Edwin Hubble. He was the first to derive what is now known as Hubble's 
law, or the Hubble–Lemaître law, and made the first estimation of what is 
now called the Hubble constant, which he published in 1927, two years 
before Hubble's article. Lemaître also proposed what later became known 
as the "Big Bang theory" of the origin of the universe, initially calling it the 
"hypothesis of the primeval atom".  – Wikipedia 
  

Certainly, just because a priest proposed a scientific theory doesn’t 
make it true. But here’s what Pope Pius XII said: 
  

“True science discovers God in an ever-increasing degree — as 
though God were waiting behind every door opened by science. ... [It] 
perceives and recognizes the work of creative omnipotence, whose 
power, set in motion by the mighty Fiat pronounced billions of years 
ago by the Creating Spirit, spread out over the universe, calling into 
existence with a gesture of generous love matter bursting with 
energy.” – Pope Pius XII 

  
CCC 283: 

 “The question about the origins of the world and of man has been the 
object of many scientific studies which have splendidly enriched our 
knowledge of the age and dimensions of the cosmos, the 
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development of life-forms and the appearance of man. These 
discoveries invite us to even greater admiration for the greatness of 
the Creator, prompting us to give him thanks for all his works and for 
the understanding and wisdom he gives to scholars and researchers.” 

  
Catholics believe God created the universe in the past, and holds it in 

existence at this present moment, and will bring all creation together in 
Himself in the future. The Revelation of God’s will to create, it’s orderly and 
intended creation and the universe’s goodness is founded in 
Genesis. Science only gives hypotheses as to how physics and chemistry 
worked together to give us the reality we know today. 

 
THE FALL 

 
It is actually pretty easy to say, the universe exists because a 

supreme being was capable of creating it.  The harder question to answer 
is “why is there evil in the universe?” If God created it “good,” why is there 
evil?  
  

Because God is love, created intelligent beings must have freedom to 
accept or reject love. Catholic theology rests on the understanding that evil 
comes from the gift of freedom being used poorly. In fact, the beginning of 
evil (freedom employed to reject God) by a higher form of creation than 
humans: the Angels. 
  

Angels were created with a piercing intellect and a forceful will, with 
one act of their will, they orient their being for all eternity. Behind the 
disobedient choice of our first parents lurks a seductive voice, opposed to 
God, which makes them fall into death out of envy. Scripture and the 
Church's Tradition see in this being a fallen angel, called "Satan" or the 
"devil".  

 
The Church teaches that Satan was at first a good angel, made by 

God: "The devil and the other demons were indeed created naturally good 
by God, but they became evil by their own doing." --CCC 391. 

 
It is the irrevocable character of their choice, and not a defect in the 

infinite divine mercy,  that makes the angels' sin unforgivable. "There is no 
repentance for the angels after their fall, just as there is no repentance for 
men after death."-- CCC 393  



  The powerful, supernatural, but not equal to God, fallen angels 
tempted humanity at its beginnings to stray from God’s revealed will.   
  

The power of Satan is, nonetheless, not infinite. He is only a creature, 
powerful from the fact that he is pure spirit, but still a creature. He cannot 
prevent the building up of God's reign. Although Satan may act in the world 
out of hatred for God and his kingdom in Christ Jesus, and although his 
action may cause grave injuries - of a spiritual nature and, indirectly, even 
of a physical nature- to each man and to society, the action is permitted by 
divine providence which with strength and gentleness guides human and 
cosmic history. It is a great mystery that providence should permit 
diabolical activity, but "we know that in everything God works for good with 
those who love him." --CCC 395  
  

Humanity’s use of free will to reject God’s revealed commands (in 
whatever form they took “eating from the fruit of the tree”) brakes down the 
perfect plan God had for us in the beginning.  
  
CCC 402:  

All men are implicated in Adam's sin, as St. Paul affirms: "By one 
man's disobedience many (that is, all men) were made sinners": "sin 
came into the world through one man and death through sin, and so 
death spread to all men because all men sinned." The Apostle 
contrasts the universality of sin and death with the universality of 
salvation in Christ. "Then as one man's trespass led to condemnation 
for all men, so one man's act of righteousness leads to acquittal and 
life for all men." 

  
CCC 404:  

How did the sin of Adam become the sin of all his descendants? The 
whole human race is in Adam "as one body of one man". By this 
"unity of the human race" all men are implicated in Adam's sin, as all 
are implicated in Christ's justice. Still, the transmission of original sin 
is a mystery that we cannot fully understand. But we do know by 
Revelation that Adam had received original holiness and justice not 
for himself alone, but for all human nature. By yielding to the tempter, 
Adam and Eve committed a personal sin, but this sin affected 
the human nature that they would then transmit in a fallen state. It is a 
sin which will be transmitted by propagation to all mankind, that is, by 
the transmission of a human nature deprived of original holiness and 



justice. And that is why original sin is called "sin" only in an analogical 
sense: it is a sin "contracted" and not "committed" - a state and not 
an act. 

  
Immediately we ask, why didn’t God foresee The Fall and prevent it? 

There seems to be only one answer, God DID foresee The Fall and chose 
not to prevent it so give us greater freedom to humbly accept redemption 
from Christ. 
  

THE INCARNATION 
 

God could have redeemed / saved humanity by an act of the will, but 
He chose to do so in a way that fully revealed His love for us. 
  

This means God was willing to become part of creation, while fully 
remaining God (He could be no other) to redeem us not only spiritually, but 
physically (in the resurrection).  
  

Carne – Greek for “flesh.”  Incarnate – to be made flesh. This is the 
word theologians use to describe the mystery of the infinite God taking on 
our finite reality to re-teach us about Himself and to accept our sins, 
conquer death and lead us through the resurrection to a physical and 
spiritual salvation. 
  

I think the Incarnation makes the most sense if we look at reality like 
ancient people did: They believed in a heavenly, spiritual realm that was 
superior to the fallen earthly realm. In that superior realm, God exists in 
perfection. In the fallen earthly realm, humanity is the sole intelligent 
species, but it’s intellect and will are weakened by sin. The separation 
between the two is complete except when God reveals Himself in some 
way. But in the Incarnation, now the perfect, spiritual God has taken on our 
human nature and provides a path (figurative in following Christ’s teachings 
and literal through His Body and Blood in the Eucharist) to the superior and 
eternal spiritual realm. The extension of Christ is the Church and He is 
experienced, and His grace received in the sacraments. 
  
CCC  460: 

The Word became flesh to make us "partakers of the divine nature": 
(St Gregory of Nyssa) "For this is why the Word became man, and 
the Son of God became the Son of man: so that man, by entering into 



communion with the Word and thus receiving divine sonship, might 
become a son of God." (St. Irenaeus)  "For the Son of God became 
man so that we might become God." (St. Athanasius)  "The only-
begotten Son of God, wanting to make us sharers in his divinity, 
assumed our nature, so that he, made man, might make men gods." 
(St. Thomas Aquinas) 

 


